Under the Comnenian dynasty, Byzantine writers of 1
Constantinople reintroduced the ancient Greek roman
style of 800 years before, albeit with Christianize
These Byzantine tales have traditional ancient Gree
structures and settings, but reflect medieval custo
beliefs. The Katomyomachia seems to have vanished i
(later Constantinople, then Istanbul).

Unlike many other works of this period, the Katomyo
purely a diversion without any satire on society or
of its time. It echoes the Batrachomyomachia (the W
and Mice, a parody of the lliad) and contains refer
better known Greek playwrights, particularly Homer.
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SUMMARY OF THE PLAY

The “Cat and Mouse War” is a 5-act short drama begi
a dialogue between Kreillos (the mouse king) and hi
Tyrokleptes discussing the threat posed to the king
cat (the “all-devourer”). The king has been sitting
hole while the cat patrolled around with sharp eyes
and the mouse-king can no longer bear the constant
surveillance. He tells his relative about a vision
telling him to wage merciless war on the cat. Krell
Tyrokleptes call a meeting with numerous mice, pres
plan to them, and speak at length in favour of the
Everyone of fighting age will go out against the ca
make offerings to the gods in the hope of a favoura
outcome.

In the second part of the play, Kreillos’s wife and

of handmaidens await word from the battle field. Re
brought by two messengers; the first reports the de
Crown Prince Psicharpax who was seized and eaten by
during the battle. This results in much lamentation
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gueen and a commentary by the chorus of handmaidens . The

second messenger reports the death of the cat in a fortuitous
(to the mice) accident. During a long battle, a rot ten beam
falls from the top of the roof and kills the cat. T he mice
claim victory.

(NOTE: | am not a Greek scholar so there will undoubtedly be

OCR errors in this text.)
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